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1845 by Lieutenant Rowlatt, who got as far in as
the Du river, where he met Thibetans who turned
him back at Tuppang village. In 1851 a French
missionary M. Krick, made his way through the
hills under the guidance of a Hkamti chief, and,
avoiding the land of the hostile chief, Jingsha,
reached Walong. Here he was well received and
had a good view of the Lama valley, but was not
allowed to enter it. Three years later with a col-
league M. Bourri, he again essayed to pass through
the hills, and actually camped in the vicinity of Rima,
when they were followed by another hostile chief,
Kaisha, who, for motives of plunder, murdered
both Frenchmen. On news of this outrage reaching
India Lord Dalhousie, feeling something should be
done in retribution, permitted Lieutenant Eden to
undertake the work. Eden with a small party of
twenty rifles of the Assam Light Infantry and forty
Hkamti volunteers with a few carriers, moved into
the hills from Sadiya in February, 1855, and made
one of, if not the most, successful of minor expedi-
tions in all our punitive outings in Assam ; for, after
eight days' forced marching, swinging over dangerous
torrents on bridges of single canes, experiencing
bitter cold, and showing wonderful endurance of
great hardships inseparable from rapidity of move-
ment, in the grey dawn of a misty morning he
reached and surprised Kaisha's village on the Du
river with the aid of a friendly chief Lumling, who
joined in just in time. After a sharp struggle, in
which two of Kaisha's sons and many followers were
killed in open fight, his people were dispersed. The
greater part of the stolen property was recovered,